Fir-Conway Lutheran Church Established 1888

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

A message from Pastor Kristi

Greetings Fir-Conway Lutheran Family, I hope like me you have been enjoying
the warmer weather we experienced throughout the month of July. I don’t know
what the weather of August will be like, and that’s okay. I’ve been enjoying the
fresh produce, bicycle rides, and sunshine, even with all the mosquitoes we’ve
been experiencing. I hope to make at least one trip kayaking down the Skagit before the rain starts again.

On the 9" of August, I will be celebrating my official first year as your pastor! It has been a good year for
learning, listening, and working amongst this congregation and those who call us home. I appreciate those of you
who’ve shared your story, walked alongside of me, and have prayed for me. It has been a time of laughter, and of]
tears as we mourn the many members who’ve moved on. It has also been a time of celebration as we welcomed
many new members last year and will be adding another group of new members shortly. We are ever flowing
cycle of life as the Spirit moves within us, and this is seen as our weekly attendance has increased since last year.

We continue to move out of Covid restrictions, we held a rather successful Pie Auction on July 3™, were we raiseq
over $2,000 dollars in a half an hour. There has been talk about making this a twice a year event, and proposed in
the later months, closer to the holidays.

The Council along with myself, are excited to announce that in-person Sunday School will be beginning once
again on September 11", with a Sunday School Kickoff Event! We are planning to being with Sunday School at
9:15 am, then move into Church to catch up on handing out Bibles, and finally straight after church we will be
hosting a BBQ! This is not only to celebrate our return to Sunday School, and it’s to celebrate my ordination
anniversary. I’'m encouraging the kids, and those who like tie-dye to wear your tie-dye this Sunday.

Before the event in September, we are hosting a “Blessing of the Backpack” on August 28™ during Church. This
event is for teachers, and anyone going back to “school”. Bring your backpacks!

On October 22" between 10 a.m.-2 p.m. we will be having our Fall Bazaar! Think of baskets to be raffled, baked
goods to share, and crafts to sell. We will also be having a Lefsa making party, so stay tuned. On November 5,
we will be having our Harvest Dinner, the money raised from this event goes towards buying Turkeys for those
families at Conway School who need help during the holidays. Then December 3™, is the Freitchal Dinner!
Proceeds from this event are split between the Teen Oasis Shelter and the local Foodbank.

There is also talk about starting a Bunco night this Fall, and a Women’s Bible study! Remember there is a place
for everyone here at Fir-Conway Lutheran, it is exciting to enter another year of ministry with you wonderful

Spirit led people!

Blessings,
Pastor Kristi
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From the Bishop:

We are extravagantly blessed in this state to be surrounded by amazing nature. Not far from us, on the Olympic Peninsula, there is
a rainforest that has trees over 300 feet high and which are over 1000 years old. In human history, when those trees broke through
the ground, Christianity was just beginning in the Scandinavian countries of Europe, the Charter of Liberties was signed by Henry
1 in England giving some rights to landowning men (revolutionary for its time), Islam was in its scientific golden age with many
of the preeminent scholars and scientists of the Middle Ages, the person we know as Genghis Khan united about

half of the Mongol clans under his leadership, and, in the area, we now know as the Hoh Rainforest, indigenous people laughed
and argued, loved and fought, hunted and fished. And there, on that land, tiny, fragile trees peeked through the ground.

One thousand years ago.

Since then, there has been love and birth, illness and disease, heartache and abandonment, war and rumors of war, laughter and
joy. Pandemics have ravaged populations. Peace has been declared and lived into and broken. Nations have risen and nations have
fallen and other nations have taken their place. Millions upon millions of people have come and gone. As long as those trees have
been growing, there has been life and death and new life again. For one thousand years.

When life gets too fraught - when I worry about pandemics or elections or the state of many congregations or my children’s future
or humanity’s future or this planet’s future — when I begin to believe that I’m to save the church or humanity or the world — when
I simply don’t know what to do next — I think of the trees. One thousand years old and still growing.

And I take a breath. I breathe. And I trust in God’s Holy Spirit.

For, as hard as it sometimes is to believe, dear beloved people of God, neither you nor I am called to save the church. Nor are we
are called to save the country. Nor are we called to save the world. As we have heard many times (I hope!) in church, Jesus died
for the world already, you don’t need to. And this world is redeemed through Jesus.

So, when we worry and stew and lose focus, what are we called to do and to be? As followers of Jesus, we are called to live and
love in this world. As followers of Jesus, we are called to love the beautiful broken beloved people around us (even those you
might not agree with or like). As followers of Jesus, we are called to love this beautiful broken beloved world and work to be
good stewards of it. As followers of Jesus, we are called to leave this world and all of its inhabitants better because of us. As
followers of Jesus, we are called to live and love in grace and move towards justice together.

When I think of the root systems of the trees in the Hoh rainforest — the roots that started shallow and individual but now go deep
and wide, tangled up with other root systems, drawing from the same water source, burrowing as deeply down into the soil as
much as they soar above the ground, interdependent with one another, needing one another — I think of how we are called to draw
strength from one another, live together with each other, and deeply draw from the resources around us so that we all may thrive.
When [ think of the Hoh Rainforest trees, peace comes over me. For I truly believe that, through the Holy Spirit, the Church will
continue with deep roots and soaring heights. In one thousand years, the Church will not look the same as it does now (much like
it has changed from 1000 years ago) and yet, Christ will continue to save through grace — of this I am certain.

I am thankful that in this time and place, we are called to live into the good news of Jesus’ radical acceptance together. I am
thankful that God is living and moving and being in me and I am living and moving and being in God. I am thankful that God is
living and moving and being in you as you are living and moving and being in God. And, together, we look to those thousand-
year-old trees. We look to seedlings and saplings. And we remember these words from Psalm 90:

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth,

or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

You turn us back to dust,

and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.

May the beauty and blessing of God be with you always.
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee bishop@lutheransnw.org
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From the VEEP August 2022

I have written in recent articles about church governance, but as a public-school teacher I also have been
paying attention to secular governance, especially the Supreme Court decision in Kennedy v. Bremerton that
many have said is blurring the lines between church and state. On the surface it looks reasonable as it affirms
that public school employees may engage in voluntary prayer during school activities so long as they do not
require or coerce students to participate. However, as those justices who dissented noted, this

coach’s position of power over the students could be construed as coercion, even if he didn’t explicitly require students to
participate. Walking this line between church and state can be very tricky for a person like me who works for state agencies while
being a person of faith. When it appears that line is becoming blurry, it can be confusing to know that one is staying on the correct
side.

I have mentioned previously in this space that when in doubt, I turn to our social messages and social statements for guidance. In
response to concerns raised at the 2019 Churchwide Assembly, there is a social statement in the works that addresses civic
engagement and the relationship of church and state. However, there is also already a social message in place on Government and
Civic Engagement in the United States. For those who, like me, wrestle with these issues, I recommend reading this document. It
affirms that, as Lutherans, we “care about government because it is a gift from God intended for the safety and flourishing of
human life.” This is true even in the face of a “spirit of broad dissatisfaction, mistrust, protest, and even contempt of government in
the United States.” We are called by God to love and serve our neighbors and governments are instituted among men (according to
the Declaration of Independence) to ensure that the rights of those neighbors to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness are
protected. We must act to hold the government accountable to those ends.

As I noted, this social message and the upcoming social statement arose from concerns brought forth at the 2019 Churchwide
Assembly. As I prepare to head to Columbus in a couple of weeks to attend the 2022 Churchwide Assembly, I wonder what new
topics will be brought forward for us to wrestle with. I know that our synod has forwarded a memorial about Indigenous
Reparations and Land Return, as well as one calling for an audit of governing documents to examine how our three expressions
work collaboratively together and with an eye to diversity, equity and inclusion. I am sure there will be many other issues and
concerns addressed by this large, representative body and I am confident that if we open ourselves to the marvelous movement of
the Spirit, we will do amazing work together.

Please hold the voting members from this synod in prayer: Bp. Shelley Bryan Wee, VP Kay Edgerton, Eli Daheim (youth), Pr.
Esau Cuevas, Curt Eidem, Frank Loulan, Laura Norton, Kasey Schultz (young adult) and Pr. Rachel Swenson as we join our
counterparts from the 64 other synods to Embody the Word.

You can learn more about the assembly and follow via livestream here: https://www.elca.org/cwa-2022

Here are a few things I or the Synod Council have been up to:

. We did not hold any Synod Council or Executive Committee meetings in July
. NWWA Churchwide Assembly Voting Members Prep Meeting: July 18
Kay Edgerton

Vice President of the NW Washington Synod veep@lutheransnw.org
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Calling all parents of Sunday School age students!
Sept 11th at 9:15 a.m.-9:45 a.m.
Will be the first Sunday School in person once again!

During Church students will be receiving new bibles and after service we are
having a BBQ to celebrate the return of in-person Sunday School.

We need parent to help once a month maybe every other, with lesson time and
crafts. Pastor Kristi will be sending out a list for rotation of parent helpers.

Matt Mathison is looking for volunteers to provide meals, prep or serve once a month at
Friendship House. There are sign up sheets in the Fellowship Hall.

mazonsmile

Want an Easy Way to Donate to FCLC While Shopping?

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from customers'

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organizations they select. The minimum amount

a charitable organization must accrue to receive a quarterly donation is $5.00. The same products,
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com are available on AmazonSmile. The difference is that
when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.

On your first visit to smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. Your selection will be remembered, and
then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation. You use the same
account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile.
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Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile
Visit smile.amazon.com

-
.

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your choice
4. Select your charity: Fir-Conway Lutheran Church

Church Council Minutes
July 2022 Fir-Conway Lutheran Church Council
Meeting Minutes
Old Business:
e Summer projects: painting the front doors etc, is tabled until the fire department list
of concerns is completed
e GoFundMe update: Since the first month it went live, there has been limited activity,
which is a bit disheartening. Encourage others to continue sharing the link to social
media

e Elevator-Jon will follow up again for an update

e New Member class-Every Tuesday in July at 5:30 for dinner and information about the
church

e Pie Auction-Great Success $2197.00 for 26 desserts. Thank you to all who contributed,
baked and attended.

New Business:
e Launch for Sunday School: New times 9:15-9:45

O First Sunday School class 9/11, during church service the children will receive
Bibles, and then following church will be “Rally Day”” with hot dogs.
e Mission Support Months-We will re-visit specific missions at the beginning of 2023 to
showcase our missions (Josephine, Lutherwood, Friendship House )
e Fall Bazaar-October 22nd, 4th Saturday in October
o Bake sale, Craft Items, White Elephant items, Produce, Raffles, have all been
included in past Fall Bazaars
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Upcoming Events

7/30-8/8 Pastor Kristi will be on vacation, she will be back in the office the morning of the
8,

8/17 Church Council

8/20 AA will be having their meeting from 4-9 p.m.

08/28 Blessing of the Backpacks

09/11 Back to School Kickoff BBQ starting at 9:15 Am (wear your tie-dye)

10/22 Fall Bazaar 10-2

11/5 Harvest Dinner

12/3 Freitchal Dinner

6|Page




